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Farm Safety Association

How does safety rate on your farm?

With funds provided by the Ontario Ministry of
Agriculture and Food, the Farm Safety Association
has devel oped this safety checklist to help you
create a safe and healthy working environment for
you and your family. Please feel free to copy or
duplicate the list and give it to othersin your area.

Each year in Ontario, farm family members die or
areinjured in tragic accidents. Accidents can result
ininjury, death, or property damage, and are often
caused by unsafe acts or conditions, faulty
eguipment, or human error.

An INSPECTION of your workplace will help
prevent injuries by identifying hazards, recording
them, and taking corrective action. Y ou must be
committed to correcting the hazards in some
manner if you are to succeed in reducing accident
potential.

Aspects of a wor kplace inspection

Y our inspection should not be taken lightly. You
may need several family members or an outside set

of eyesto see some hazards that you may pass every

day. No work area can be 100% free of hazards.
Include the questions "WHO, WHAT, WHERE,
WHEN, and HOW" for each area examined.

When to inspect

Many locations on a farm can be inspected year
'round . The home, buildings and other structures

are examples of this. Machinery and equipment can
best be inspected when gearing up for work in early

spring, or in operation. Static inspection examines
the machine itself (shields and guards, decals, wear
and tear on parts), while an inspection during
equipment operation looks at unsafe acts of the
operator or hazardsin the field.

How to complete the inspection

As you go through the various sections of the
following inspection checklist, answer the questions
or statements by checking Yes or No. If you have
answered Yes, no action isrequired. If you have
answered No, then a hazard exists requiring
corrective action. Y ou should then determine a
priority level for the hazard to indicate the urgency
of the corrective action:

A- Major -
Life-threatening or serious
injury potential

B- Serious-
Injury or property damage -
correct in theshort term

C- Minor -
L ong term action can correct

the problem



Indicate arealistic target date to correct the hazard on the sheets. When a hazard has been corrected, check it off
in the last column.

TARGET CORAECTED

CHECKLIST YES  NO DATE (v
Home Safety

# Are smoke detectors installed in appropriate locations and

operating properly? They should be tested ]:.na-m::»::iu:n::]114r ..................................
Do you keep extra fuses on Band? e e e s
Do small rags have non-skid chkmgs"
2o you hove a proper step stool or ladder fori m ilmmc usc"
Are there covers on electrical outlets where children ploy? ..o
Are all firearms sately stored and locked up ﬂ'cccrrding to new
requlations? ... eeememsen e e e s mmsmen e
* Do you post emarganqr ‘numbers at all 1Elaph.cxnes?
Stairways

= Are stairways clear of all haeards (shoes, toys, etc)?
Are there full length handrails, in gmd repoir?
Con stoirways be well lighted? . -
Aire treads, risers, and cm‘petmq in q'DD'L']. condition’ ,
Are =pills and wet surfoces cleoned up immediately? oo |

Bathrooms

= [o you use non-skid mals/sarfaces in bath tubs to prevents falls? .. |
= Do you hove a proper medicine cabinet?

Are old medicines disposed of upon cxp:w"' P

Da you keep electrical appliances oway from sinks, tubs ete.?
Do you hove a night light to prevent tripping?

Is a ground faull circuil interrupter installed [{GFCT) for bathroam circuits?
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Eitchen

* Da you clean the stove's exhaust hood and duct frequently? e

* Are cleaners, disinfectonts, poisons, ete., secured out of reach of children
and away from foods? .. .

* Do you always use a q.tpp ‘stoal for r'lu'nbmg'i'

* Are utensils and knives neatly stored? ...

« Are handles of pcﬂs. o perns olweays tumed awctv from ﬂ:mvc} ironls.‘?

* Are cracked, chipped dishes and glasswoare d1spcsad of immediately?

* Are apills w!pe-dp up immediately? ..

* Are cupboard conlents kepl orderly 1o preven g

*[sa Eullgyr charged fire extinguisher available? ... -

= Are matches and lightars kep! aweay from nocess br:,r children? oo

Entrances

* [z there adequote lighting ot @ntranoes? e s
* Are tripping hazards cleaned up? ..
* Are ateps well Maintained? e em e eennren

Livingrooms/Bedrooms
+ Is furniture arranged to aveoid bumping knees and shina® ...
= Ave electoical cords kep! away from carpels? e
* Are fireplace screens used eftectively? ... R
= Are throw rugs avoided fo prevent 1r:ppmg hcmr{ls"-’ I~
+ Iz furniture kept away from windows to prevent children from Iallmg out? .

* Are screens ond windows secured to prevent children rom foalling? ...
*+ Have plans been made o1 o fire escape route from bedrooms? ...

]

* Are lamps located near beds (o pravent fripping in the dark? e
* Do you keep o flashlight handy for power culages? e o |

Basement

* Horwe gas and waterlines been togged lor easy identificalion? .
* fire luse box circuits marked properly? ..

» Do you avoid storing of using any tlommable l:quu:is in the basement?
¢ Do you have your furnace and water heater checked for sofe operation? ...
= Are light swilches properly located 1o prevent q.tumh]mg in the derk¥ .
* fire gll chimneys checked for obstructionsT e e e s e "
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Building Safety

Are buildings free of litter and debns? ...
Are walkways, aisles and traftic areas clacr of ¢ -:.|:|:11r ohetructions? -
Is there odequate Lighting in work ond travel areas? e
Are siagirs in good condition and equipped with handrails?
Are sterirs kept clear of obstacles on steps and landings? ...
Are permonent ladders in good condition and inspected Ieg'u]cr.r y?
Have defects in concrete lloors been repaired? e,
Haove broken, damaged, or rotten flocrboards been :Ep{urea:l? rereremttmieranin
Are low cellings, beams, ete., marked cleorly with signs or
floreacent materials to prevent bumping inte them? ...
Are stored materials properly stocked o prevent the
Are protrusions such as nails removed from walls, railings, etc,
B0 PEEVENT COTIICTY e e e
Pl.re nails removed from used lumber before stacking? ..
ol wipe up apills mmediately? o
IE there ample walking space between stored machines? .
Are keys removed trom atored mochines?
Do large doors open smoothly? . .
Are {loor openings protected to prs-\renl individuals falling thmugh them?...
Do you keep your tractor and other fuel burning equipment in an
outbuilding separate iram the born ar other buildings? e
* Do you avoid storing flammable liguids in barns or olber $lru-(,1u.l'¢s':' -
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Fire Prevention

* In hozardous areas, are HO SMOKING signs placed in
prominent locations? . bt imta i s Chbenia et e
* Are light bulbs and heat lamp protccled ‘with wire quurds'? ......
# Are roofa checked for leaks where hay or siraw are stored (excessive
wamn%ci by or straw could lead lo spontanecus combustion)? .
* fre lightning rods checked for proper installation and grounding? ...
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* Are fire department numbers and farm location prominently displayed
by all phonas? e e e ————————

= Are gppropriate fire axtmg‘ulshers located sln:rtegmulhr for easy access
in case of lize? ...

* Are fire extinguishers mapectad ilangp.ll.u:rl}r'pl bt LR DR R SR R

* Do livestock buildings have at least two exits for cnimals? .

-

L

Are doors and gate latches easy to open? ..
Are faulty wiring and electrical equipment repmred or replal:ed
immediataly? ...
* Does your iamll'gr pp-rmdlml]y review how to npemla fire e:ctmg'l.uahersl
and discuss emergency pluns? .. S —
* D you reqularly diapose of rubbish and other combustibles? ...
* fira flammeable liquids properly stored oweoy from any ignition sourees?
+ Do you take care not to damage concealed electrical wiring when
drilling holes or driving nails inbo Walls? e e
* Are motches and lighters stared safely and out of reach of children? ...
* Is there o cistern or pond that can be quickly and easily accessed inall
kinds of weather? .. Akt e R R R R 1 R ST
Are chimneys and heater Empeq cleon and in good condition?
# Do you obtoin an cutdeoor burning permit where required? ..
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Electrical Safety

* Have you dls::ussad the various lypes of insulation in buildings with your

IMBUITICE COIUEIIIY T oeocoesemserenreessrmeos smsemsesansnems o ems st s ne s amimsamims s s sen et
* Arg power lines a&;ml.as and othet electrical hardware coming inlo the farm

ina state of repair? [ R
Have tiees been trimmed well uwu? from conductors in cuse of storms? ...
* Hove you had overhead lines relocated underground to avoid contact with
high vehicles b the Sy word? e s
Do all outlets have three-pronged 1eceptacles to pmvlda prapﬂr gruundm.g
of electrical tpols and applicnces? . — -
+ Are thers sufficient outlets to eliminate use of

BRTETSION COTEAET et e e e
» Are bare light bulbs pruiﬂctad from being hit by chjects and machines.

or EI]}EI]EhEg £ L B T T
* Are outside cutlets wuatherpr&c& and installed with ground fault

circuit interrupters? ..
* Iz your TV antenna located far -:-rmugh from wires in cose it falls dunng

astorm? ... R
* Do you have w-:trnmg s?stems 1o indicate that vital eqmp nent
has failed? et bttt b bt et
Do livestock el.rer ﬁct W(It‘}" mr hs,»ft:g.«1 todrink?
Do you unplug tools and eguipment that are not being used?
Do your toals and applicnces corry o CSA certificmion? ...
Are checks always mads for underground wiring belore dlggmg .
I= the correct sized tuse alwoys used in circuits? .. -
Are fuses marked P or D used in circuits where furnaces, rlryﬂrs u:ugaa
air conditioners, ete., are conmected? e ——
* Are fuses and swnichas all labelled prnper]yr 50 as to prevvernl confusion

in ON SMEFFENCET e cenen e enrmeenees
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Workshop

* Are all electrical outlets in the Ehr:r]} praperh,r gmun.ded with gmund Euu]t
circull intermplors? .
* Are flocrs kept dry at all times? ..
» Is personal protective equipment availab
]'.I.E[Il)g hats? p .................... qp ..... .
* Iz a stocked first-aid kit available?
s Are work areas debris-free and uncluttered? ...
* lz there adequate lighting lo prevent working in shddmws"
* Are suitable receptacles available for oily rags, used cil, ete.?
* fire there at leoat two exita available? ... rvareetarie et vera ey .
* Is adequate. well-organized storage available for tools and aq‘u]pment.
* fire extension cords used anly for temparery Work? ...
= Are pariable lights p.mlpa.rly shielded to prevent b.reuk{:ge"
* Are portable tools unplugged when not in use':' -
* Are bonches tdy and drawers kept shat? e

Iamnnn

I O

OO0 ag




TARGET
DATE

CORRECTED
i}

Fields, Woodlots, Lanes, Drives and Yards

-
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Do you leave a sufficient turning area for machinery along ditches and
embankments? ., R —
Are washouts repmred and filled so vehiclas won't gel atuck?

Do you trim low tree branches that could hit equipment? ..
Do you atop machinery before crossing railway lines on ?uu.r “larm?
If underground utilities (e.g., gas lines, power lines, ole,) cross pour form.
are they well marked? .. i .
Do you keep your drivellone in gm-d condition, free of ruls and bumps

OF BEOTEEET ooioiceimiitimicinic ot imsas ot et as b b E b b b S SL bR S h LR b L et
Are all gotes (yord and field) wide enough for tflrlmrrr::hima-r:,-r cmd lnu:lcs to
enter and exit easily? e,
Are workers mode oware of overhead pﬂwerlmes when mﬂmng

tall equipment, ladders, alc.? ..
Are lmeways marked hetars winter snows ta indicate dltr:he-s ey Y

for snow removal? ..

Are all obstacles that san be

work areas before winter? .
Iz equipment kept off of steep 3ln'pas where atabi 7
Are sidewalks and walkways in good repair? ..oeencoreenssoseess
Are lown and garden tocls put away after use? ...
Is the yard clear of rubbish, dead vegetation, woaste, mislaid tools, etc? ...
Iz there protection from the danger of uncovered water tanks, wells,
CISIRIMIS, FIC.T e s e s

Do you inspect trees after storms and in spring for broken limbs theat

could come down? e
Do you hawve an assigned play area for children {i.e., a lenced areaq)? ...........
Do you kill or remove hozardous plants such g poison VYT e
Do you check for nests of stinging insects, and take appropriate action

L R ToTh e Lo e .1
Are clotheslines high anc!u.gh for pedestrians to walk under? .,
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Farm Tractor Safety
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Do you read the operators manual for your form tractor, and follow the
operating, maintenance and safety recommendations found therein? ..
Before operating. do you walk around the tractor m-ulcmg a visual check for]
bystanders and other objects? .
Is the tractor equipped with o rollover pmtectl?e Structure I.’ROP’S‘J
and seatbalts? ...
Do you glways wear seatbelts with ROPSE -
Do you enforce the mule "NO RIDERS ON THE TRACTOR AT ANY TIME™? ...
Is there an SMY (slow moving vehicle) sign on the rear of the tractor or
towed squipment for roadway travel? ...
I3 the SMV sign clean, with good retlective q‘l.'tﬂ'llttES':'
Do you lock brake padals together bafore readway travel? ..
When towing equipment, do you use satety hitch p\].'I!IE- and chains? ..
Is there o first-aid Ell mounted on the tractor? .. S—
[2 a fire extinguisher located on the tractor? .. .
When operating a tractor in buildings, do you open deors end windows ar
start ventilation BINET ... s
Are steps free of mud, ools or debris that could couse slips? e
e keys removed from the tractor when not in use, to prevent theft or
uncauthorized people from using the equipment?
Do you olways steer cleor of hozards such as ditches, stesp hills and
other areas where tractors can lip? .
When vsing front-end lc:-c:dam, do ynu Ircnrel w1t|1 the buckeat low to avoid
pr:ng sideways? ..
ave all tractor up-em p— ?uu.r farm received training on their
equipment and reviewed the operator's momuel?
Do your tractor operators always do a pre-operaticnal check which
includes o walk around the equipment to check lights, visibility,
tires, brakes, eic. ...
Is mounted eqmpme::t q]w::rys lowered beim'e the. upermm leaves
the tractor? ...
Are lowed loads al w;xglrs hitched to lhe riruwbﬂ:r ‘and never hlg'her" .............
When towing h].gh loads, are clearances fFom overhead powerlines
clwerys checkad?
Is the exhaust Eyslﬂm on each tracter in good condilion and leak-free? ...
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+ [f the tractor does not have a sound proot cab, does the operator always
wear hearing protection?
* Are brakes adjusted regularlyT .o s s

0o

PTO Driven Equipment

* Do all PTOY's have shields and guards in placa? ceooesossneissm s

* [g there o master shield in place where your FTO meets the troctor? ...

* Are shields cn PTO's checked periedically to ensure that they rolate
freely? (check only with power off)

* Boefore leaving the tractor seal, is the PTO always disengaged,
engine shut off and keys removed?

* When working with FTO driven equipment, s clothing close-fitting,
long hair covered, and no laces, etc., ?.

* Do you dlweys avold stepping over a SR e

+ Are worn or defective parts replaced as soon as possibla? ...

O 0O o4a
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General Farm Machinery

* Are key warning decals on machines readable? ..oosoe
Are all shields and guaords in place?
* Pmagii n;mchi.nas free of jagged matal or protrusions that could injure

WO T3 r

* Are hydraulic lines free of excessive wear or leaks? (Do not check hydraulig

tor laals with your hands, as fluid under presaure can be injected
into human tssue, Use cardboard or wood to detect leaks.] .o
* Are defective and wormn parts replaced as scon as possible on all
FAEERIBEYT ©ooricisrermis s s

O 0O Oo;

I T Y Y O

* Are tires inspected regularly and properly inflated? E
* Are children and tanders kepl away from operating machinery? ... H
* 5 the power turned off before odjusting or servicing machinery? ...
* Are farm equipment monuals readily available to the operator? ..evcvevs [
* [s any equipment that is likely to be towed on roadways aqulg}pad witha

slow moving vehicle sign, satety chains and .*mfe:g hitch pin? e E
* Are SMV signs in good condilion {clean and not § L
* Are moveabls components p&;p-a;}ﬁ)blqck&d betore repair or adjustmenis? |
* Do you always chserve the "NO ERS" rule on machines or drawbars? (|
# Are brakes aﬁhated 1y? (|
Pesticides Storage
Regulation 751 of the Pesticide Act requires the following conditions fo be
met in crder to insure proper storage of pesticides,
How many of these conditions does your storoge meet?
e Iz ?uu:cl::stitﬁda gtorage ared used exclusively for the storage of

Eestici L 0 [
* [z this storoge orea kept nedt and oTderly? ..o ———————— B E
* [= the storage area vented to the outside
* Iz the slorage OTEm S8CUTET . e O [
* Have you posted o chemical warning sign on all entronces to the

IO TEBET™ e e e mar AR ™ (|
* Do you have adequale safety equipment

(respirator, rubber gloves, boota, etc.)?
* Have you posted amargqm:ﬁrx;:rhmu numbers {i.e., fire, police, MO.E)? ... B E
# s the storoge orea free of drains?
* When storing chemicals out-of-doors, do keep them in a secure area? B E
* When chemicals are being atored in a vehicle, ore they inaccessible

E:Ghe public? ... iy oy e e o O |
L 5 your storage vehicle hove a chemical warning =i inentl

displayed? e B B

If you have answered Yes to all questicns, your storage iz in compliance
with all provincial regulations. a Pl

* Hote: Chemical warning =i can be cbtained at no charge
trom your local Ministry of Environment office.
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Animal Handling Facilities

* Arg st s_;:md walkwoys roughened in facilities to prevent slips
= 5 R T PP P PP P P P PP T
» Are walkways ond aisles kept free of debris, monure, feed, etc? e
* fire cutside ramps, steps H‘II.IICIIII:E ways protected from rain or
iﬁlled liquids that could fr
animal drugs and bam l:ha-mlc:cl:ls kept in a secure areaq in
criginal containers?
Are pens, gotes and lences in good condition, without pmlrusmns? .............
Jire ventilation fans and vents operative and in good condition? ... .
Are heaters kepl away from combustible materials? ...
Do you use special care in handling animals with new-bom yDuJ:Lg'-‘
Do you make animals owore of jrour approach so as not to frighten the
Did you have cattle dehorned? ..
Do you forbid onyone to excite, tease or abuse animals?
Are icy areas in lots sanded? ..
Do you wear pralaﬂtwe iautwea'r and head pmlec*tmn when htmdlmg
animals? .. S
* Do oyou leave ?uursalf o tant” when wnrlﬂng in cloge qum'rera. with
animals? ..
* Are petﬂu:u.d animals immunized as mq'u].rad'-"
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Ladder Safety

* Are lodders inspected before each use, and replaced or repaired
immediately it found foulty?
* Are wooden ladders coated with clear preservatives so that faults or
cracks are visible?
* Are metal ladders free of weld cracks, missing rivets, sleT .o
* Are ropes on extension ladders in good condition?
= Are the feet of the ladder in good condition? ..o,
* Do you face the ladder when climbing up or down, or when working
from the ladder?
b .ﬂ:?iugemg’ arcund the top and bottom of the ladder clear of cbstrauction
ar denrs
* Are steaight ladders placed at a four to one angle (the base set one ool out
every four feat upf
* Are metal ladders avoided where electrical contact is possible from
ocwerhead wires? ...
* When using o ladder, does it extend at least three feet above the
landing level? ..
* Have you replu:ced any missing or damaged rungs on the lodder? ..
Fira two people involved when moving or erecting long ladders? ...
Do you atore ladders where they connot be damaged?
Do you alw ut a ladder on firm footing or compacted scil? .
Iz work wntﬂ ers avoided in windy or stormy conditiona? ...
When working from a ladder, do you always keep the trunk of your
body centered within the lodder raila?
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Safe Lifting and Materials Handling

* Hoz everyone on farm received instruction on safe lifting techniques?

+ [ the "bend raurlglu;eﬁ rule always followed?

* [s appropriate protective equipment worm when lifting and handling
materials (steel-toed boots, gloves)? ...

+ Are two ﬂeogle or mechanical means usad to move heavy loads? ..

* Doyouc for a clear pathway before litting and moving objects? ..

ooo O4d
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First Aid / Emergency Action

* Do you maintain first-agid kits in the following locations:
e
Waork S
Traclors? ...
Vehiclaa? (i e s s "
* fre first-cid kits periodicdlly checked and replenished? ...
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*+ Haos anyone on your form received first-aid training in the last
thIBe YEOTET s s e e eses

* Hos cnyone on fnur farm received tr-:lmmg in CFH

{cardicpulmonary resuscitation)?

Do you haove o good first-gid monual for reference? ....ccocecooosmeos

Do all family members know how (o shut off all machinery if someans is

caught-up or pinned down?

Do you oct on igssued weather worninga?

Are you prepared for blizzards, floods, hghtnmg, tornadoes, alc.,

should they strike? ., S—

Do you know whet to do for accidental | :mmgs"*

# Are emergency phone numbers posted by all phl:maa uluu:l.g with

form locations {i.e., lot and concession)? ..

0o
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Special Structures: Silos, Grain Bins, etc.

* Are entrances to silos and grain bins secured uguinst entry by children? ..,
* Are fixed ladders sound and in good condition?

* Are there safoly cages arcund ladders on SHOST oo e e
L]

L

Are warning signs posted to warn of silo gas or oxygen deficiency? ...

Do you use a mpn::la seli-contained breathing equipment when

entering a si here gas may be present, or where an

QRygen dalw:ﬂnw mey exist?
* Are workers made aware of hazards of flowing grain entrapment and

crusted grains?
+ Can power be locked cut so that unloading mechanisms cannot start
by oecident?
Are dll shields u:ndlg-umds in place on unleading mechanisms? oo
Do you always avoid entering a monure pit for any reason® .
* Are dust respirators used when handling mouldy hay and grains,

or when groin dust is presant?

* Is your silo free of cracks and structural problems, corroston, ete? .,
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Trunsport Vehicles: Trucks. etc.

ha‘n enlan.ug the public mudwrx:,r from
visl:un in both directions? ..
* Do you check your vehicle betare gm.ng on publlc hlghwcr]rs
(i tires, lighting, !.rislbilil:ji sscurhy of looad, ete.? ..
# Do you always wear seatbelts on the 'm:qra'?
* Are hoist-equipped trucks stored with boxes down when not in use? ..

O
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Lawn Mower Hazards

* Does the person who uses the lawn mower al s wear heavy shoes? ...

Does the person who mows the lown al wuz' up trash etc., first? ...
Does the lawn mower have satety shields? e,
[ a grass catcher used to help prevent D.'I:r]ai::‘ts from being "thrown”
by the rotary mower?
* Do you always turn the lawn mower off (or disengage the blads)

before crossing gravel drives or wal
* Do you alwcrf refill the lawn mower and other gas tanks outdoors? ...
¢ [z axira ga mslm&dmuaﬂfetygusmn" .....
* Dy fou always disconnect the spark plug wire before tipping the

lawn mower up to do any servicing under the mower d.el::Pk" ...........................

. keep good mufilers on all gasoline poweared lawn mowers,

lacl}wu ulchers, or snow throwers?
Do you insist that everyone leave the area of lawn you are mowingT oo
Do you work across the with o hand laown mewer? ..o
Do you mow up and down the slope with o riding mower? .....oee.e
Do you always look behind you before bocking up a riding mower? .
Do you make it a practice to never pull a hend mower toward yourself? ...
Do you alweays wear hearing protection when operating power lawn
ESQUIPTIET? oot e e e e
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Danger signs available

To help you post warnings {and to correct potential hoazards found during your form inspection), the
Form Safety Association offers the following signs and decals. Please check the items you require, and
mail {or fax) completed forms to the Association.

Warning Signs Decals
[] No Smcking [] Flowing Grain Hazard
[ Keep Aisles and Passageways Clear [ Think! (Machinery Hazard)
[] Danger: Deadly Gases [] We Riders
(Silo and Monure Gases) [0 Machinery Shut-Off
[l Crution — Go Slowly [ Please Be Careful

[] Pesticide Storage
[ P.T.0. Hazard Decal

Name

Address

Telephone

Please mail (or fax) completed order forms te:
The Farm Safety Association Inc.
Suite 22, M0 Woodlawn Road West
CGuelph, Ontaric N1H TKE
Telephone: (313) B23-5600
FAX: (519) 823-8880




