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Storage Building Safety

Buildings in General

Make all buildings safe. See that
the stairs have handrails and the
permanent ladders are in good
condition. The areas near the stairs, and
any other traffic patterns should be free
from objects which could cause a fall.
The floors should be free of debris. A
little clean-up time could save a nasty
fall. Regularly inspect and maintain
floor boards. Replace soft or rotten
ones. Check boards on upper stories for
weak or rotten spots. Clean build-ups
of dust, trash and spider webs. They
can interfere with the electrical system
and cause problems.

Another way to avoid injuries is
through proper lighting. Light
stairwells, storage and work areas, and
other areas regularly used. When light
bulbs are close to a work area, they can
be bumped. Glass enclosures help, but
a substantial guard would reduce the
risk of breakage and fire.

Shops and Garages

Shop and garage areas harbor risks
of all kinds. Remove objects leaning
against walls, such as tires. Store
ladders where children cannot reach
them. Avoid creating piles of objects
used in shops and garages that children
can climb. Lock up pesticides, solvents,
paint thinners and other toxic chemicals

Storage Building Safety

* Insure that heating
equipment is
properly installed
and in good
working order.

* Make sure all storage
buildings are safe.

¢ Keep stairs and other
high traffic areas free
from clutter.

* Be aware of the
dangers of carbon
monoxide buildup
from combustion

* Keep a fire
extinguisher of the
correct type
available.
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and immediately dispose of empty
containers. Keep gas cans out of reach.
Install locking devices on electrical supply
boxes. Wear the appropriate protective
equipment when you perform tasks.

Organize and regularly clean shops
and garages. The floors should be free
from oil, grease, water or any other
substance that could make the floor
slippery. Keep the workbench, tools and
supplies handy. On the wall, mount a
tire extinguisher of the correct type
where it can be clearly seen. (“A” is for
trash, wood, and paper; “B” is for
liquids and grease; and “C” is for
electrical equipment.)

Fuels and solvents contribute to
farm shop fires and explosions. Ignition
sources include open flame, gas-fired
space heaters and water heaters,
furnaces, sparks from welding and
grinding and smoking. Handle fuels and
solvents only in well-ventilated areas
and store them in secure containers. Use
extreme caution with fuel spills. In
addition to flame sources, fumes can be
ignited by the sparks from switches in
air compressors, refrigerators or even
light switches.

Test electric garage door openers.
Use a two-inch thick piece of wood at
the bottom and close the door. If the
door does not reverse, disable it and fix

or replace the opener as soon as possible.

Carbon Monoxide in Buildings

Gasoline-powered or other internal-
combustion engines give off carbon

monoxide. It is a colorless, odorless and
tasteless gas that gives no signs of its
presence. Carbon monoxide can rapidly
build up in any indoor area. Physical
symptoms of carbon monoxide
poisoning include confusion, headache,
dizziness, fatigue and weakness. A
person can be quickly overcome and
eventually die if they don’t get medical
help. Carbon monoxide poisoning can
cause permanent brain damage,
including changes in personality and
memory.

Operate internal-combustion
engines indoors for only short periods
of time and make sure the area is very
well ventilated. Even small engines can
produce deadly levels of carbon
monoxide. Pressure washers used
indoors have caused many carbon
monoxide poisonings. If they are used,
place the machines outside and bring
the hoses inside.

Keeping buildings safe and clean
will help prevent accidents and provide
a better working environment for
employees.

This Maine Farm Safety fact sheet is part of an
educational fact sheet series produced by
University of Maine Cooperative Extension.
For more information on farm safety, contact
your county Extension office.
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